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PREFACE 


THIS essay is designed to give a more specific 
account of Russellism than that contained in the 
author’s “Studies in Recent Adventism.” The 
motive for printing has been supplied by repeated 
calls for an exposition and criticism of the Rus- 
sellite speculations. 
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I 
EXPOSITION 


THE eccentric type of Adventist or premillen- 

nial teaching represented by Charles Taze Russell 
finds its principal compendium in the six volumes 
entitled Studies in the Scriptures. The first three 
of these have also been published under the title 
Millennial Dawn. 
_ Before taking up those phases of Russellite 
doctrine which are more specifically to engage our 
attention, it will not be amiss to devote a few 
words to the notions which are exploited in the six 
volumes respecting the Bible, the person and 
work of Christ, and the nature of man. 

Russell’s estimate of the Bible follows the high 
technical theory. Higher criticism, in his view, 
is another name for infidelity, and evolution doc- 
trine involves a presumptuous exaltation of scien- 
tific conjecture above infallible truth. No chal- 
lenging of the historicity of a biblical narrative is 
to be permitted. To cut out, or reduce to symbol- 
ism, such stories as those about the arrest of 
the sun by Joshua, the speaking of Balaam’s ass, 
and the peculiar seafaring experiences of Jonah, 
is to destroy the Bible. To the enormous difficul- 
ties—rational and moral—which attach to this 
crass biblicism Russell awards no formal consid- 
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eration. It is noticeable, however, that the cham- 
pion of biblical inerrancy, when it suits his pur- 
pose, is perfectly free to intrude far-fetched mysti- 
cal and allegorical meanings. He recognizes no 
law here but that of convenience. 

Relative to the person of Christ, Russell advo- 
cates the Arian view, but connects with that form 
of Christology some peculiar adjuncts. He repre- 
sents Christ to be the first of creatures, and the 
only direct creation of God (V, 93). In the ful- 
fillment of his office the Son experienced twice 
over a complete metamorphosis, first from a spirit- 
ual to a human nature, secondly from the human 
to the highest order of spiritual nature, the di- 
vine (I, 180). That in the totality of his being 
the Son should be thus transformed seems to the 
facile imagination of Russell to involve no diffi- 
culty. The mutations of personality which he 
postulates outrank the deployment of the childish 
fancy in fairyland, and rival the feats of the most 
intemperate mythology. 

At his first advent Christ came to be a ransom 
for the sinful race. His death had substitutionary 
value. It purchased outright the possibility of 
life for all men, though not, it is assumed, any- 
thing like a title to the same grade of life in 
behalf of all. 

According to Russell, man came into being by 
the addition of a breath or spirit of life to his 
previously fashioned body. All human persons 
after the first man receive both these factors from 
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‘their parents. The union of the two makes the 
Sentient being, the living soul, the man. Their 
Separation means the destruction of a man. 
When a man dies he enters not merely upon a 
period of absolute unconsciousness, but of abso- 
lute non-existence (V, 329). The resurrection, 
therefore, amounts to a new creation. However, 
our author supposes the newly created individual 
to be started at such a point and given such an 
outfit that he identifies himself with a person who 
previously existed. Since Christ really died, and 
death means complete extinction of being, it 
would seem that for an interval there was no Son 
of God, and that to provide such one had to be 
freshly created. The postulate that the pre- 
existent Son was turned at the incarnation wholly 
into a human being leaves no escape from this 
conclusion. 

Reserving for further consideration the assump- 
tion that death means the absolute destruction of 
its subject, we pass by the other topics mentioned, 
and proceed to give attention to the following list 
of themes: the scheme of ages, the prominent 
characteristics of the present age, the purpose of 
the present age, the fixing of the beginning of the 
millennium, the ruling agents of the millennium, 
and the character and outcome of the millennial 
regime. 

1. The Scheme of Ages.—In one connection 
Russell specifies three great periods: (1) from cre- 
ation to the flood, during which the world was 


9 


RUSSELL’S VENTURES IN ADVENTISM 


placed under the ministration of angels; (2) from 
the flood to the establishment of the kingdom of 
God at the ushering in of the millennium, a 
period which bears the name of “the present evil 
world,” and is under the limited control of Satan; 
(3) the world to come, the period stretching on 
endlessly from the inauguration of the millen- 
nium (I, 67). 

In various other connections the succession of 
the ages is differently regarded. Sometimes the 
view is put forward that the consummation, or 
goal of human history, isto be reached in seven 
thousand years, and the first six thousand of these 
are put in contrast with the last thousand which 
is the period of the millennium. Furthermore, the 
second of the three periods mentioned above is 
given a very significant division. The advent and 
sacrificial work of Christ are represented as pro- 
viding the basis for new possibilities in respect of 
destiny. For those living in the gospel age, at 
least for an elect portion of them, a height of 
exaltation is in prospect to which no Old Testa- 
ment saint, however worthy, is or can be heir. So 
a distinctive feature belongs to the gospel age, 
which extends from the first advent of Christ to 
the millennium. The last one hundred and fifteen 
years of this age are described as the “last times,” 
and the last forty years as the “harvest period.” 

2. The Prominent Characteristics of the Pres- 
ent Age.—It has been noticed that the phrase, 
“the present age,” as sometimes used by Russell, 
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| is of very wide extension. In this relation we 


take account more especially of the gospel section, 
or the period which reaches from the first advent 
to the millennium. Though himself styling this 
period the gospel age, Russell passes upon it a 
very disparaging judgment. He admits that it con- 
tains some good, but is thoroughly convinced that 
it is preponderantly evil. “For six thousand 
years,” he says, “the race has steadily pursued the 
broad downward way. Only a few, comparatively, 
have tried to change their course and retrace their 
steps” (I, 206). It is a mistake to suppose that 
God’s kingdom is now established in the earth. 
Neither in the civil nor in the ecclesiastical do- 
main can any semblance of that kingdom be found. 
The civil power is the perpetuated Roman empire, 
the fourth kingdom depicted by Daniel and repre- 
sented by him as appointed to destruction (I, 
259). As for the church at large, it is no servant 
of God or of righteousness. In its papal branch it 
is figured by the man of sin, who in godless usur- 
pation foists himself into the place of Christ. Nor 
is it much better in its Protestant branches. If 
Rome is the mother of harlots, the Protestant de- 
nominations are her daughters (IV, 35; VI, 202). 
While there may be a special propriety in describ- 
ing the Roman Church under the image of the 
wicked Babylon, the description applies also to 
the Protestant sects (III, 154; VI, 430). The 
prophetic word in the Apocalypse assigns them 
this order of association. While the dragon, as 
11 
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there depicted, symbolizes the Roman empire con- 
tinued in the present civil powers, and the beast 
stands for the papal system of government, the 
false prophet or image of the beast denotes the 
Protestant Federation of churches, and the 
Church of England is represented by the two- 
horned beast mentioned in Revelation xiii, 15. 
(IV, iv-xvi). The movements in behalf of church 
unity which are in progress among Protestant 
communions will avail nothing for conserving 
their power and influence. They are but the des- 
perate and abortive expedients of dying and 
doomed churches. The great majority of so-called 
Christians have no part in the body of Christ; 
they belong, rather, to the Edom class. In short, 
Christendom, whether viewed on the civil or the. 
ecclesiastical side, is pictured as quite worthy of 
the destruction which Russell thinks will arrive 
in short order. 

3. The Purpose of the Present Age or the Use 
Which the Lord Intends to Make of It.—The dis- 
mal picture which our oracle gives of the gospel 
age does not imply that he regards the Lord as 
in any wise thwarted in his undertakings. It has 
been, he urges, an entirely false supposition that — 
the Lord meant the church to subdue the world 
to himself in the present age (VI, 197). That is — 
not in his plan. For the time being he is leaving 
Christendom to itself as he has left the heathen 
nations to themselves (VI, 205). “God has not 
yet by any means exhausted his power for the 
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world’s conversion. Nay, more; he has not yet 
even attempted the world’s conversion” (I, 95). 
What, then, is the Lord’s purpose in connection 
with the present age? The answer is given in 
these terms: “This gospel age has not been for the 
purpose of blessing and restoring the world, but 
merely for the purpose of calling out from the 
world a Little Flock to constitute God’s very 
elect” (VI, 164). Again it is said: “Opportunity 
to become members of the new creation (another 
name for the Little Flock), and to participate in 
its possibilities, blessings, and glories was not 
thrown open to the world of mankind in general, 
but merely to a called class. . . . A definite 
positive number were ordained of God to consti- 
tute the new creation, and so soon as that num- 
ber shall be completed the work of the gospel age 
will be finished” (VI, 35, 94). Thus we are taught 
that’ the gathering of the elect, the Little 
Flock, a company so small as to be styled 
“a little handful’ (V, 456), is the whole aim 
and object of the gospel age. The rest of man- 
kind are passed by for the present. Opportunities 
will indeed come in the millennial age, but they 
will not be opportunities to attain unto any such 
estate as is designed for the little handful of the 
elect. Out of all the human race those alone are 
appointed to be transmuted, as Christ at the end 
of his earthly ministry was transmuted to a 
spiritual, heavenly, and divine type of being; and 
in this exaltation they are to share the millennial 
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reign of Christ, and perhaps, also, beyond the 
bounds of the millennial age, to serve as God’s 
special agents in other worlds than this. 

How the members of this very select company 
are to be identified we have not discovered. But 
evidently it is Russell’s opinion that, if they are 
in any of the existing churches, they are not of 
those churches, which without exception are char- 
acterized as belonging to the wicked Babylon. To 
all held within such uncongenial bounds the cal! 
of the Lord is “Come out of her, my people” (IV, 
267, 268). 

4. The Fixing of the Beginning of the Millen- 
nium.—Our oracle concludes that six thousané 
years from the creation of Adam were completed 
in 1872. It follows that the seventh period of the 
thousand years began at the opening of 1873. This 
reckoning is favored by the rapid development 
since that date of socialism, nihilism, and com- 
munism, forms of evil which portend the speedy 
arrival of the catastrophe which is to destroy the 
existing order of things. Furthermore, explicit 
evidence is furnished in Leviticus xxvi, 17, 18, 24, 
28. It is there declared that the Lord will punish 
Israel seven times for her sins. Now, a time sym 
bolizes three hundred and sixty symbolic days, 
each of which stands for one literal year. Seven 
times the period of Israel’s punishment amounts. 
therefore, to seven times three hundred and sixty 
years, in other words, to two thousand five hun: 
dred and twenty years. Since the period of 
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Israel’s punishment is the period of the Gentiles, 
and this began with the overthrow of the Israelite 
kingdom by Nebuchadnezzar in B. c. 606, the year 
1914 will signalize the reinstatement of Israel. 
And this means that in this fated year the com- 
peting world powers are to be overthrown, and 
Israel is to be installed as Christ’s visible repre- 
sentative over the millennial kingdom (II, 88-90). 
That the followers of Russell, in the face of this 
utter misfit of forecast to fact, should still believe 
in him as possessing any competency to deal with 
questions of times and seasons may be marvelous, 
but no sober mind will rate it as admirable. 

Supplementing the evidence of the twenty-sixth . 
chapter of Leviticus, we have, it is urged, a valu- 
able datum in the eleventh chapter of the book of 
Daniel. This chapter presents an outline of his- 
tory down to the year 1799, when Napoleon by 
smiting the papacy and humbling the reigning 
Pope into the dust inaugurated the beginning of 
the Time of the End, that period of one hundred 
and fifteen years which brings us to the crisis 
year 1914. 

Briefly stated, the chronological seh ectte which 
is commended to our faith runs as follows: The 
seventh thousand-year period began with the year 
1873. In the following year, we are certified, 
Christ made his second advent, which took place 
invisibly. In 1878 the apostles and other over- 
comers belonging to the gospel age were raised 
and introduced to a share in the millennial reign 
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in company with Christ. In 1914 the world 
powers are to be overthrown and the visible rule 
of Israel, now at length installed over the king- 
dom of God, is to be introduced. 

5. The Ruling Agents of the Millennium.—As 
may have been inferred from the foregoing these 
fall into two widely distinguished classes. On the 
one hand are Christ and the Little Flock—other- 
wise called the elect, or the new creation—who 
with Christ are made partakers of the divine 
nature and clothed with spiritual bodies. Any of 
the Little Flock who may be left over at the 
second advent will indeed need to die, since suffer- 
ing with Christ is a necessary preliminary to their 
exaltation; but they will not abide in death for an 
appreciable period. These exalted ones, who all 
belonged to the gospel age, possess the highest 
grade of authority, but exercise it invisibly by 
directing the acts of visible intermediaries. The 
other class of rulers consists of the visible inter- 
mediaries. These will be Israelites, especially the 
worthies of ancient Israel from Abel to John the 
Baptist. To fulfill their office in the millennial 
kingdom they will be raised before the end of 
1914, being given bodies of the natural earthly 
type. The ideal which they represent, unlike the 
superhuman perfection of the Little Flock, is sim- 
ply the human perfection of the unfallen Adam. 
If anyone should be disposed to ask why these rep- 
resentatives of ancient Israel, with their natural 
bodies, are so thoroughly hidden from sight, we 
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can do no better than to refer the inquirer to those 
upon whom the mantle of Russell may be pre- 
- sumed to have fallen. Let them be called upon to 
explain why no one has caught a glimpse of the 
Old Testament worthies since 1914. 

6. The Character and Outcome of the Millen- 
nial Regime.—The millennium is described by Rus- 
sell as a period of restitution. Its earthly subjects 
are not candidates for a supernatural destiny. 
That high estate, as indicated above, is appointed 
exclusively to the elect, the members of the Little 
Flock, gathered out of the gospel age and destined 
with Christ to rule over the proper subjects of the 
millennial kingdom. To the rest of mankind is 
assigned the earthly theater to which the vast. 
multitude of the dead is brought back by a resur- 
rection. Whatever may have been their previous 
record, all without exception, together with those 
alive on the earth at the dawn of the millennium, 
are given a probationary opportunity. All are 
candidates for Adamic perfection, the state of 
normal manhood upon earth. For most the proc- 
ess of restitution occupies a period. The Old Testa- 
-ment worthies, however, who to a special degree 
exercise the headship of Israel over the millennial 
kingdom, will be furnished with the endowments 
of perfect manhood from the start (IV, 707). 

Just how the millennial government will be con- 
ducted we do not find to be clearly set forth. We 
are told that force will be used, but are left to 
inquire whether this will be ministered through 
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a standing army placed under the command of 
the Israelite rulers, or directly exercised in large 
part by the strong arm of almighty power. Some 
of our authér’s statements favor the conclusion 
that recourse will be made to a standing army or 
formidable police force. It is noticeable that the 
union of temporal and spiritual power, which he 
regards as abnormal for the gospel age, he ap- 
proves as entirely legitimate for the millennial 
period (III, 153). This carries a suggestion that 
the visible magistrates will serve as the immediate 
agents in the utilization of force, though directed 
in their administrative acts by a higher power. 
In any case, the type of government will be auto- 
cratic. “Every creature will be required (not re- 
quested) to render obedience to the millennial gov- 
ernment, otherwise he will receive stripes for his 
disobedience and ultimately will be destroyed 
from among the people” (VI, 98). Those who are 
openly recalcitrant will not be tolerated through 
the entire age, but, as Russell supposes to be inti-— 
mated in Isaiah lxv, 20, will be cut off at the end of 
one hundred years. For those who yield outward 
obedience a searching test of inward loyalty will 
be provided at the end of the millennium, and 
those who cannot meet this test will be destroyed. 
In this case, as in the case of those cut off at the 
end of a hundred years, the destruction is ir- 
remediable. Thus, at the close of the millennium, 
there will be left on the earth a kingdom of perfect 
human beings. 
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II 
CRITICISM 


THe confidence and mien of authority with 
which Russell sets forth his conclusions may be 
adapted to impress the unwary and the scantily 
informed. That they are incapable of enduring 
close examination any real student can easily 
discover. 

1. Take, in the first place, his chronological con- 
struction. It does not come in sight of a reason- 
able basis or probability. To call it a house of 
cards would be too appreciative. There is in it no 
suggestion of substantiality. Let a few specimens 
of Russellite expedients serve to illustrate. Con- 
sider the attempt to draw out from the simple 
statement that Israel should be punished seven 
times the conclusion that the nation should be in 
a dismantled condition between Bs. c. 606 and A. D. 
1914. What could be more ridiculous? The ex- 
pression contains not the slightest reference to 
measured periods. As the number seven stands 
for completeness, it means only that punishment 
should have its perfect work, that penalty should 
be paid in full. And suppose there was any 
thought of a specific period, why place the begin- 
ning of that at B. c. 606? Were the overthrow and 
captivity of the Ten Tribes, effected more than a 
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century earlier, no part of the penalty deserved by 
a disobedient people? By such processes figures 
can be made to tell any story that is agreeable to 
the interpreter. Notice too the strange results 
which would follow from parallel applications of 
the Russellite exegesis. Taking that as a model, 
we should be led to conclude that the command of 
Christ to forgive an offending brother seventy 
times seven would require the pardoning process 
to extend over a period of one hundred and 
seventy-six thousand four hundred years; fur- 
thermore, that silver, in being tried seven times, 
would need to be kept in the furnace two thousand 
five hundred and twenty years. 

Not much better is the attempt to locate the 
first great stage of the overthrow of the apocalyp- - 
tic beast in the year 1799, and to do this on the 
score of the contents of the eleventh chapter of 
Daniel. The humiliation which the papacy suf- 
fered at that time at the hand of Napoleon was 
only a temporary episode, comparable to that 
which befell it centuries before in the person of | 
Boniface VIII by the agency of Philip the Fair. 
It is a legitimate question whether the sympathy 
called forth for the humbled pontiff was not more 
than an offset to the damage inflicted upon his 
prestige by the French autocrat. Daniel was not so 
straitened for materials that he needed to occupy 
himself with such a matter, ‘and, besides, it was 
entirely outside of his field. According to the 
most competent and judicial scholarship, his out- 
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look stopped short of the Roman empire. He in- 
terposed the Median kingdom between the Baby- 
lonian and the Persian, and so assigned the fourth 
place to the Greek kingdom or empire of Alexan- 
der and his successors. It is true that in some 
connections he viewed the Medes as fused with 
the Persians, but here he was regarding them at a 
stage where the kingdom which they formerly 
represented had passed under Persian headship. 
The arguments for the fact of his identification of 
the fourth kingdom with the Greek, to which be- 
longed the merciless oppressor Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, are very cogent. So contend Bevan, Bebr- 
mann, Driver, Prince, Farrar, Charles, Porter, 
and others. Now we do not say that everyone ven- 
turing to make use of Daniel’s prophecies must 
necessarily give in to this potent consensus in 
recent scholarship. What we maintain is that 
neither Russell nor any other, having a tithe of the 
information which is needed for the task of inter- 
pretation, can treat this consensus as a nullity, 
engage in no serious and careful effort to refute 
the propositions for which it stands, and assume 
as a certain foundation contradictory proposi- 
tions, without becoming amenable to the charge 
of a dogmatism so reckless as to be essentially 
immoral. 

A chronological construction to which such fea- 
tures belong may fitly be dismissed from further 
consideration. Much of it is quite on a level with 
the evidence which our author derives from the 
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Great Pyramid by selecting lines of measurement 
and treating inches as symbolical of years. 

2. Scarcely more edifying than his chronologi- 
cal construction is Russell’s exposition of the state 
of the dead. In declaring it to be a state of abso- 
lute nonexistence he takes away the rational 
ground for supposing any further existence of 
those who have once departed this life. There 
is nothing left to be quickened, or restored, or 
clothed upon with a new bodily organism. Even 
almighty power cannot rehabilitate, or bring on 
to a new stage, what has absolutely gone out of 
being. The most that such power could accom 
plish would be the creation of new personalities 
similar to those which had been extinguished. But 
similarity is not identity. Personalities once ex 
tinguished are gone forever, and it is an arbitrary 
use of language to identify with them any sub- 
stitutes which may be brought forward by a new 
creation. Russell may call the newly created per- 
sonalities Noah, Abraham, Moses, etc., but, as 
_ being created outright, they are no more identical 
with the given historical personages than Adam 
was identical with any previously existing human 
being. 

The theory of extinction is, furthermore, thor- 
oughly discordant with the Scriptures. It does 
not harmonize even with the representation of 
death as a sleep, for sleep cannot be affirmed of 
an absolutely nonexistent subject, any more than 
a condition of wakefulness. As applied to the 
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dead, the biblical figure of sleep denotes their 
apparent recession into silence and immobility. 
‘The term is used from the standpoint of the living 
observer who is not able to discover in the dead 
any tokens of animation or activity. It is not 
meant to be a dogmatic assertion that the dead 
are in a strictly unconscious state. Even the 
immature eschatology of the Old Testament does. 
not presume upon such a state. Like the Baby- 
lonian, to which it is akin, it supposes for the 
dead a comparatively empty and impoverished ex- 
istence in a deep shadowed enclosure beneath the 
ground. 
Any representative author of a treatise on the 
theology of the Old Testament can be cited in con- 
firmation. Thus Hermann Schultz says: “Even 
in the oldest parts of the Old Testament death is 
never thought of as being actually the complete 
end of existence. . . . The Hebrews, like all 
the civilized nations of antiquity, believed in a 
continued existence after the death of the body. 
There is absolutely no doubt as to the 
meaning associated with Sheol. It is not the 
grave itself. For even where there is no grave, 
Sheol is thought of as the abode of the departed. 
It is the dwelling place of the dead who rest there 
after the joy and suffering of life. It is ‘the land 
of the shades’ in contrast to ‘the land of the liv- 
ing’” (II, 321-324). Equivalent statements could 
be multiplied from expert students of the Old 
Testament. Russell, therefore, is overwhelmingly 
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refuted as respects his contention that in the 
Hebrew oracles Sheol means simply the grave and 
death is identical with extinction of being. 

Since it is incredible that on this theme the 
New Testament should fall below the plane of the 
Old, it will not be necessary to adduce its testi- 
mony at full length. We content ourselves with a 
few prominent instances of the distinct assump- 
tion of the continued existence of the dead. That 
assumption comes out most unmistakably in the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus. The apt- 
ness of the parable was dependent upon the fact 
that it reproduced contemporary belief among the 
Jews on the conscious existence of men beyond the 
experience of bodily death; and it is quite incred- 
ible that Christ would have selected the terms of 
the parable had he not himself accepted its under- 
lying postulate on the continued existence of men 
beyond the grave. His promise to the dying thief 
on the cross gives us assurance as to his personal 
conviction. 

Equally unequivocal in its significance is the 
representation in First Peter iii, 18-20; iv, 6. 
These verses as much as declare that the ante- 
diluvians still in the time of Christ’s ministry 
subsisted as spirits, and that Christ went and 
preached to them in the interval between his death 
and resurrection. 

In the book of Revelation (vi, 9-11) the souls of. 
the martyrs under the altar are represented as 
making request that their blood should be 

24 


RUSSELL’S VENTURES IN ADVENTISM 


avenged. No hint is given that they were on the 
field by virtue of a bodily resurrection; indeed, 
the mention of them as souls amounts to an indi- 
cation that they had not yet been clothed with 
bodies. They witness, therefore, by their presence 
and activity that bodily death had not robbed 
them of conscious existence. 

That Paul’s belief was accordant with the faith: 
represented in the foregoing instances is clearly 
apparent. In Second Corinthians v, 1-4 he ex- 
presses indeed a strong desire to be clothed upon, 
directly after putting off the mortal body, with the 
house from heaven; but he plainly intimates at 
the same time the possibility of a period of naked- 
ness or disembodied existence. This sort of exist- 
ence was not his ideal; nevertheless he was able 
at a later date to rate it as quite preferable to the 
state in the flesh as then experienced by himself; 
for, he says in the Epistle to the Philippians, “TI 
am in a strait betwixt the two, having the desire 
to depart and be with Christ; for it is very far 
better; yet to abide in the flesh is more needful 
for your sake” (i, 23, 24). Inasmuch as in this 
same epistle the apostle assumes a specific future 
era for the resurrection proper (iii, 20, 21), the 
above language plainly indicates his conviction 
that the condition of the human subject after the 
death of the body is one of conscious existence 
and possibly one of relative felicity. 

We see, then, that in neither Testament is there 
any real standing ground for Russell’s dictum on 
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the nonexistence of the dead. He can gain a sem- 
blance of such only by slighting the more signifi- 
cant passages and putting an extreme meaning 
into a few rhetorical phrases.1 

3. Another specimen of unwarranted dogmat- 
ism is the distinction which Russell makes be- 
tween the possible destinies of two divisions of the 
race. No matter what moral and religious 
grandeur may have been attained by any of the 
Old Testament worthies, the fact that they were 
born before the first advent of’ Christ everlastingly 
consigns them to a subordinate rank. No matter 
what loftiness of character may be realized by any 
of those placed on the visible earthly theater dur- 
ing the millennial age, they must remain endlessly 
at a secondary level of honor and felicity. Only 
the little handful of the elect, who were gathered 
out of the gospel age, are heirs to a heavenly and 
divine estate. What better is this classification 
than the artificial distinctions which second-cen- 
tury Gnosticism assumed between different classes 
of men? It represents God as an eccentric legalist 
who refuses to grant to the vast majority of men 
the best that their natures are fitted for. It smites 
in the face the principle of Christian democracy 
and overrides the plain implication of the New 
Testament that love, faith, and obedience univer- 
sally give title to the highest values in the uni- 
verse. In a practical point of view too the arbi- 


‘For a somewhat fuller exposition of the topic see 
Studies in Recent Adventism, pp. 114-124. 
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trary line of cleavage is decidedly reprehensible. 
[t is fertile in capabilities of mischief. In connec- 
tion with Russell’s exhortation, that those who 
think themselves too good for fellowship with any 
of the existing communions should come out of 
them, its natural tendency must be to create a 
clique of Pharisaic separatists. As one thinks of 
the conditions he cannot forbear to pray that 
divine mercy may save the comeouters from the 
conceit that they are part and parcel of the Little 
Flock. Should that imagination get into their 
heads, it would require much more than the aver- 
age patience of the saints to endure them with 
any sort of equanimity. 

4. A further topic for adverse judgment is fur- 
nished by Russell’s assumption respecting the vic- 
torious efficiency of the millennial regime. Why 
should that regime, as construed in his imagina- 
jon, be ail-powerful to convert and rule the 
vorld? Christ, it is urged, is to work with special 
yotency because, in virtue of his second advent, he 
vill now be present. It is admitted, however, that 
le will be present only invisibly. Is it, then, to be 
upposed that he has not been invisibly present 
luring all the gospel period since his earthly 
ninistry? He promised to be with his disciples 
o the end of the age, and that promise could 
nean nothing less than that he would vitally sec- 
nd their efforts to disciple all nations, in other 
rords, to convert the world. Paul in most un- 
nistakable terms assumes that Christ, since the 


27 


: 


RUSSELL’S VENTURES IN ADVENTISM 


completion of his work of atonement, abides in 
the world as a mighty quickening spirit. John 
teaches that, even prior to his incarnation, he was 
present and wrought as the light and life of men. 
Plainly this notion of an absentee Christ, or a 
relatively distant Christ, through the gospel age, 
is false to the New Testament. According to the 
apostolic writings, he has been here and mightily 
at work all the time. Rationally, too, it is in- 
credible that the One who was so earnest to seek 
and to save the lost, and who was ready to go to 
the cross in the prosecution of this sacred task, 
should straightway become listless and take a 
vacation for thousands of years. The Christ pres 
ent in the millennium, therefore, can promise ne 
greater efficiency than the Christ present in the 
premillennial age. 

It may be claimed, to be sure, that he now has 
efficient aids in the Little Flock. But we refuse 
to believe that the Little Flock, hidden away from 
the sight of men, is or can be any more serviceable, 
as an ally of Christ, in the work of world evangeli- 
zation than have been his chosen instruments all 
along, that is, living men, visibly present, coming 
to their fellows on the plane of brotherhood, and 
working for them in manifest sympathy and love. 
The superior promise of efficiency belongs to the 
latter. The conclusion follows that the second 
advent, conditioned as it is by our oracle, lacks 
all semblance of being a specially efficient means 
for the conversion of the world. 
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How is it with the binding of Satan, which is 
supposed to be in effect through the millennial 
period? To build upon this a ground of hope for 
redeeming the world is to exchange cause and 
effect. Satan is not bound by being tied with a 
rope, or by being corralled in a strongly built pen. 
He is driven into a corner and effectually limited 
by aggressive righteousness. He is manacled as 
to his activity by the general activity of men for 
the cause of God. To speak of Satan as being 
bound for a thousand years is the same thing as to 
forecast a special triumph of the cause of truth 
and righteousness for a prolonged age. Those 
who cherish the conviction that the millennium 
will be in full blast at any nearby date which 
pseudo prophecy may fix upon, and thereafter 
temptation will be at a minimum, because for- 
sooth Satan will have been bound, are destined 
speedily to discover that they have been fooled. 
Indeed, Satan could not ask to be assisted by a 
better device than that provided in the spread of 
such a conviction. We are, of course, vastly re- 
mote from suggesting that, in encouraging the 
given conviction, Charles Taze Russell consciously 
entered into collusion with his Satanic Majesty ; 
but who can imagine an item of teaching more 
agreeable to the interest of the arch strategist? 

5. A theme which stands in close relationship 
with that of the last few paragraphs is the head- 
ship over the world during the millennium which 
Russell claims for the Jews. What reason is there 
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to suppose that a headship of that kind could be 
operated successfully? We must, no doubt, admit 
that the general conversion of the Jews to the 
Christian faith would be an inspiring triumph’ for 
the cause of Christ. But conversion and rulership 
—especially rulership of an autocratic type—are 
vastly different things. To bring race distinctions 
thus to the front is diametrically opposed to the 
spirit of Christianity, which knows neither Jew 
nor Greek. Non-Jewish Christians would expe- 
rience a powerful incentive to react against a 
scheme artificially and arbitrarily foisting the 
Jews into the place of supreme power and con- 
trol. On the other side, the Jews, being made ab- 
normally conscious of their importance, could not 
well escape powerful temptations to unseemly 
pride and self-inflation. In short, the supposed 
arrangement is intrinsically vicious, and promises 
anything but peace, contentment, and ordered 
progress. Neither is it possible to see how it could 
be instituted except at awful expenditure. Were 
the proposition put forth to-day, or to-morrow, or 
in any future generation feeling as does the pres- 
ent, to vest autocratic power in the Jews, it would 
provoke an indignation intense enough to set the 
world in flames. 

6. Besides lacking all promise of genuine effec- 
tiveness, and overclouding the universality of 
Christianity with impertinent race distinctions, 
the Russellite millennial scheme invites challenge 
on the score of its intemperate and unfounded 
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postulate respecting probationary opportunity. 
Doubtless to end the period of trial at a particular 
line for all human beings, irrespective of ante- 
cedent light, privilege, and chance for develop- 
ment, is not a plan of administration that can 
easily be defended. But Russell does not content 
himself with this point of view. He ignores the 
possibility that any should have committed the 
sin unto death in the course of all the ages ante- 
cedent to the millennium. He passes lightly over 
the liability of the persistent transgressor to be 
bound hand and foot in the toils of his sins. He 
magnifies overmuch the virtue of means reserved 
for the millennium, means essentially external in 
character, and incapable of adding appreciably to 
the motives that are now operative in the Gospel 
dispensation. He thus practically invites those 
who wish to put off the day of repentance to 
unfounded expectations, and spreads a snare for 
their feet. 

So-far as either scriptural or rational basis is 
concerned, we pronounce the characteristic teach- 
ing of Russell to be essentially worthless. We con- 
sider it also, in important particulars bearing on 
practical interests, to be seriously misleading. If 
it does not result, before very long, in an extra 
crop of infidels among disappointed and disgusted 
adherents, it will be due not to its merits but to 


the mercy of God. 
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